
Name Date Period 

Study Guide Middle East Cultures 
Standards 

SS7G8 The student will describe the diverse cultures of the people who live in the Middle East. 
a. Explain the differences between an ethnic group and a religious group. 
b. Explain the diversity of religions within the Arabs, Persians, and Kurds. 

c. Compare and contrast the religions in Middle East: Judaism, Islam, and Christianity. 
d. Explain the reason for the division between Sunni and Shia Muslims. 

 
SS7G8a: 
Define Culture: 
 
 
 
Fill Out: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SS7G8b: 

Ethnic Groups: 
 

Religion (be specific!) Language Location Large, medium 
or Small 
population. 

Arabs: 
 
 

    

Bedouins: 
 
 

    

Jews: 
 
 

    

Kurds: 
 
 

    

Persians 
 
 

    

Ethnic 
Group 

Religious 
Group 

Similarities 

 
 

Out of 100 
points 



Name Date Period 

SS7G8c: 
What are the Abraham Religions and why are they called that? 
 
 
Fill in the Timeline Below to match the Abrahamic Religions: 
 
 
1,800 BCE     0 CE    620 CE   2011CE 

 

Judaism: 
Judaism is the world’s first ____________ religion which means that Jews only believe in one God. 
 
Describe the Exodus-who? What? When? Where? What religion? 
 
 
 
What are the 3 things that happen because of or during the Exodus? 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 
What country do most Jews live in the Middle East? 
 
 
Christianity: 
Christians believe that Jesus is the __________   ___   __________. 
 
Christians have a Holy Book called the __________ this book also includes the Jewish Holy Book 
called the _______________. 
 
Judea, where Jesus was born, is in modern day country of _______________  
 
At the time of Jesus’ birth in approximately 6 CE it was a province in the _______________Empire. 
 
Because Jesus was born in the ___________ Empire many roads which went through the Middle 
East, North Africa, and Europe helped spread ______________________. 
 
Both the Jews and Roman authorities did not like Jesus.  
The Jews thought Jesus was guilty, because Jesus was ___________ against Jewish beliefs.  
The Romans did not like Jesus, because they thought he was a treat to the ____________  
________________. 
 
Why was Christianity finally accepted by the Roman Empire? 
 
What is the name of the part of the Bible which describes the life of Jesus? 

 

   



Name Date Period 

Islam: 
What City and Country did Islam start in? 
 
 
What are the 5 pillars of Islam? 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
 
Who is the prophet in Islam? 
 
 
The Islamic Holy Book, called the ___________, is believed to be written by Muhammad who was 
delivered the message from the __________   ______________. 
 
 
In Islam there are two types of Muslims the _______ and the __________. 
 
 
Most of the Muslims in the world are _____________ Muslims, but most of the Muslims in Iran are 
________________ Muslims. 
 
Define the word Caliph: 
 
 
SS7G8d 

Sunni Similarities Shia 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SS7G8c 
Compare and Contrast: 
What religion in the Middle East is the oldest and how old is it? 
 
 
What religion is the YOUNGEST in the Middle East and how old is it? 
 
 
What religion is in the middle and how old is it? 
 
 



Name Date Period 

 
 
 

Religious Leader: Write the corresponding 
Religion: 

Write the 
corresponding  
Holy Book: 

Holy Place 

Rabbi 
 

  Synagogue  

Priest/Preacher 
 

  Church 

Imam 
 

  Mosque  

Similarities between 

Judaism, Christianity and Islam 

Judaism 

Christianity  

Islam 

Founder 

Holy Book: 

Region 

Other Shared 
Beliefs 

Holy Book: 

Holy Book:   

Divisions: 
 

Divisions: 
 

Divisions: 
 

Main Prophet: 

Main Prophet: 

Main Prophet: 

Other: 

Other: 

Other: 

Compare 

and  

Contrast! 


