	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	

	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	

	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Effects of the Persian Gulf War
By Aastha Dogra	Last Updated: 10/1/2011
http://www.buzzle.com/articles/effects-of-the-persian-gulf-war.html 
The Persian Gulf War took place between the years 1990 to early 1991. When we talk of the Persian Gulf War, Iraq's attack on Kuwait, followed by United States elimination of the Iraqi presence in Kuwait - both are included in it. This war, just like any other war, had huge repercussions on the environment, the economies of the countries involved as well as on the people, both commoners as well as the war veterans. Given below are the causes and effects of the Persian Gulf War. 
Causes
As everyone knows that the entire world depends on the Arab nations for its oil needs. The scenario was no different in the year 1990. Kuwait, UAE and Iraq were the main suppliers of oil to the world. There were two main reasons why Iraq invaded Kuwait. The foremost being that Iraq was under huge economic debt due to the long Iran-Iraq war, which lasted from 1980 to 1988. It owed a lot of money to various countries, including Kuwait. To pay off the debt, it depended largely on the revenues it attained from selling oil. This is where the second reason behind the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait arose. Iraq felt that Kuwait was overproducing oil and due to this, oil prices were not able to stabilize. During the year 1990, when Iraq invaded Kuwait, the official reason that was given was that Kuwait was overproducing oil purposely so that Iraq is unable to withhold its economic ground. 

In early 1991, United States and many other countries felt that UAE would be Iraq's next target. There was a fear that if Iraq invaded both Kuwait and UAE, the world's oil supply would be blocked. It was also believed that Iraq had developed chemical weapons and thus, could be a threat to the entire world. So, in order to prevent such a situation from arising, United States finally attacked Iraqi forces and eliminated its presence from Kuwait, in just a couple of days, by launching operation desert storm. 
Effects
Environment
During the war, approximately eleven million barrels of oil was released into the Arabian gulf. It is estimated that as many as eighty ships carrying oil and weapons were sunk into the Arabian gulf. This disturbed the entire ecosystem, destroying marine life to a large extent. Migratory birds were killed and many marine turtles lost their lives or developed lesions. The land where the war took place, became infertile, as the desert vegetation was trampled upon by heavy artillery. Due to accumulation of solid wastes, groundwater contamination took place on a large scale. 
The atmosphere was the worst affected. There was huge air pollution caused by the fire and smoke, produced by explosives and chemical weapons. Moreover, when Iraqis were evicted from Kuwait, they burned approximately six hundred oil wells. The pollution caused due to this barbarous act has left a huge impact on the environment and weather of the entire planet. 

1. What countries were involved in the Gulf War?
2. Why was Iraq in debt in 1990?

3. What is the natural resource being fought over? Why it this resource so important?

4. How did this natural resource cause environmental damage?


Fighting the First Gulf War
By Anthony Swofford	Published: October 02, 2002
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/02/opinion/fighting-the-first-gulf-war.html
In August 1990 my Marine infantry battalion deployed to Saudi Arabia to defend the country from invasion by the Iraqi army. Iraqi soldiers had invaded Kuwait during the early morning of Aug. 2. For more than a week afterward we sat atop our rucksacks on the parade field at the Marine base at Twenty Nine Palms, Calif., waiting for transportation to Riyadh. From where we sat, the world looked amazingly black and white, with little room or need for diplomacy or cowardice. We were excited to retaliate against Saddam Hussein, to enter combat.
When we finally arrived on the tarmac at Riyadh, everything looked and felt extremely hot, a mirage on high boil, the heat warping the terrain into a violent storm of sand and weaponry and thirst. We spent the next six months living and training in the Arabian Desert, in constant fear of the nerve gas our commanders had warned us Saddam Hussein would use. Even when I slept, the gas mask was there, a reminder of the horrors of sarin gas. To negate the effects of the sarin, we were ordered to take pyridostigmine bromide pills, now considered a possible cause of the mysterious gulf war syndrome. But worse than the pills was the constant ringing in our ears -- ''Gas! Gas! Gas!'' -- the warning call we practiced at all hours to don and clear our gas masks in less than 10 seconds. Under a gas attack we'd also have to wear Mopp suits, 10-pound charcoal-lined garments that were unwieldy and hot -- and were only available in a jungle-camouflage pattern (not much help hiding in the desert).
On Jan. 16, 1991, the American-led coalition against Iraq started the bombing campaign that would, over about six weeks, devastate Iraq's military. Our colonel informed us that Operation Desert Shield had changed to Storm, that we were now at war. Two days later the Iraqis launched a few Scud missiles into Israel and Saudi Arabia. Despite the fact that my unit operated in the middle of the desert and that Iraq's air force had been destroyed, and with it most of Saddam Hussein's intelligence apparatus, we spent our evenings jumping in and out of fighting holes for Scud alerts that turned out to be false. During the air campaign we traveled around the desert in our Humvees much the way we had prior to the bombing -- bored, tired, dehydrated, anxious and afraid of what the future might bring.
We wanted to live, even though the way we'd been living was unpleasant. We hadn't had proper showers in 10 or more weeks. My friend Troy insisted one morning that I pour a five-gallon water jug over his head while he scoured his body with Red Cross soap. The water and soap and filth poured off Troy and soaked the ground in a large damp circle, and for a moment, while standing in this circle, I thought that I'd somehow been made safe. I thought that with our little ring of water and Troy's simple desire to be clean, we'd created a gap between ourselves and the rest of the desert and the enemy lurking there, and that we could sink into the earth, into our small safe space. But in the distance I saw a Marine tank battalion roaring across the desert, and I knew again that safety had ended months before.
On Feb. 18, when my unit moved to the Saudi-Kuwaiti border, the ground war was imminent. Combat engineers had built a 15-foot-high earth berm between the two countries. On the other side of the berm, we were told, were Iraqi antipersonnel mines. My platoon dug fighting holes in a perimeter around the command post. Before we completed our task, the Iraqis attacked with artillery.
1. How does this article differ from the other one?
2. How do you feel after reading this? Would you want to be in Mr. Swofford’s shoes? Why or Why not?


Understanding Iraq's Ethnic and Religious Divisions
By Tony Karon Friday, Feb. 24, 2006 
Read more: http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1167476,00.html#ixzz2AUpguVj9

Under Saddam Hussein, Iraq was ruled by a mostly secular Sunni Arab elite, which viciously suppressed the Shiite Arab majority and the Kurdish minority. But the toppling of Saddam's regime has altered the power balance between those groups, who are waging an increasingly bitter power struggle. 
Shiites and Sunnis: Origins of Differences 
The divide between Sunni and Shiite Arabs is currently Iraq's most volatile. The distinction between the Sunni and Shiite branches of Islam dates back to a 7th Century split over who would inherit the leadership of Muslims after the passing of the Prophet Muhammad. The Shiites believe that the Prophet had passed the mantle of leadership to his own descendants, first to his cousin and son-in-law, Imam Ali, who in turn passed it to his own son (and the Prophet's beloved grandson) Imam Hussein. They rejected the three Caliphs chosen by consultation among the Prophet's followers after his death — those recognized by the Sunnis, who constitute about three quarters of the world's Muslims today — and instead followed a series of 12 imams who were direct descendants of Muhammad. The schism originated as a violent power struggle, with both Ali and Hussein murdered by rivals. The latter, killed at the battle of Karbala in Iraq, came to symbolize the cult of martyrdom in the Shiite tradition, with followers still today flagellating themselves during the annual Ashura festival for their failure to rally to Hussein and prevent his death. 
The two traditions have different approaches to religious law and practice, and different notions of religious hierarchy, but both observe the same fundamental tenets of Islam. Although Shiism is the overwhelmingly dominant form of Islam among the Persians of Iran, in most of the Arab world Shiites are an impoverished and disenfranchised underclass. And the more extremist Sunni "Salafist" tradition that predominates in Saudi Arabia, as well as among the jihadists of al-Qaeda, denigrates Shiites as apostates. Within both Shiism and the Sunni tradition, however, there are a variety of different approaches to theological, legal and political questions, and they have coexisted for centuries. Members of both sects rub shoulders during the annual Hajj pilgrimage to Mecca. 
The contemporary conflict between Shiites and Sunnis in Iraq is based not only on a schism that happened almost 14 centuries ago, but on the politics of the Saddam Hussein era. The Sunni Arabs, some 15-20% of the population, provided the bulk of the governing class under Saddam, while the Shiites, who comprise upward of 60% of the population, were denied political rights and their religious freedoms were curtailed. The contemporary politics of the divide also has a regional dimension: The main Shiite religious political parties that have dominated both of Iraq's democratic elections have close ties to Iran, a fact that has irked not only Iraq's Sunnis but also the U.S.-allied regimes of the Arab world, who fear the consequences throughout the region of expanded Iranian influence. 
Arabs, Kurds and Turkmen 
Almost 80% of Iraqis are Arab, while some 15-20% are Kurds — a distinct ethnic group with its own language, history and culture, concentrated in northern Iraq, eastern Turkey, northeastern Syria, northern Iran and southern Georgia. Kurds have struggled for their rights as a cultural minority in all of those societies, often suffering vicious repression, but have enjoyed de facto independence in northern Iraq under U.S. protection since the 1991 Gulf War. Although they participate in Iraqi national politics and one of their key leaders, Jalal Talabani, is currently Iraq's president, the vast majority of Iraqi Kurds have signaled their desire for formal independence from Iraq. The Kurds are predominantly Sunni Muslim, although there is a Shiite minority, but Kurdish identity politics are dominated by secular nationalism, although an Islamist party made a surprisingly strong showing in January's election. 
The new Iraqi constitution recognizes the Kurds' de facto autonomy in northern Iraq, allowing them to keep the revenues from any new oil fields and to maintain their own armed forces. But the status of the oil rich northern city of Kirkuk remains a flashoint, because it is claimed not only by Kurds and Arabs, but also by the Turkmen minority — less than 5 percent of the population, but which carries the backing of Turkey, which is vehemently opposed to an independent Kurdish entity. 

1. What ethnic and religious group was Saddam Hussein? 



2. Describe the ethnic difference between most Iraqi Shiite (Shia) and most Iranian Shiites (Shia)?



3. Name two reasons that the Kurds want their own country and do not want to stay in Iraq.



4. Why is Turkey opposed to Iraq creating a Kurdish State?




5. What natural resource has made Iraq not want to give up Kurdish land? Why?



6. What is the difference between in quality of life between Persian Shia Muslims and Arab Shia Muslims? 



7. Hypothesize how this article shows why some consider Operation Iraqi Freedom “unsuccessful.” 



8. Investigate the following situation. After 10 years of war, Saddam Hussein is gone, but conditions in Iraq are still not safe. What, in your opinion considering all three articles (powerpoints and other reading too) has slowed the democratic processes down in Iraq?













9. On a separate sheet of paper create a DETAILED flow chart or time line (ask if you have another idea) to show change and continuity in Iraq 1880s to today. Include minimally the following dates: 7th century, 1914, 1922, 1979, 1980, 1989, 1990, 2003, 2011. Included details on invasions, conflicts and ethnic/religious groups. 
